
   
 

   
 

Reading FoE ς formal question to Reading Strategic Environment, 

Planning and Transport Committee, March 19th 2018 

 

Reading Friends of the Earth recognises that the recent Client Earth court case ruling on the 22nd of 

February has the potential to enable significant health improvements to Reading in the next few 

years. At the Strategic Environment Planning and Transport Committee in November 2017 Reading 

Borough Council responded to suggest that they have been very interested to establish a Clean Air 

Zone in Reading since having submitted a proposal for Government funding in 2009. RBC further 

mentioned that with the new technology now available it would look at options again with the view 

to cover the whole IDR with a Low Emission Zone. We welcome further discussion with RBC and 

would like to help support establishment of a Low (or preferably Ultralow) Emission Zone. It could 

cover the whole IDR, though in particular it should include both bridges and encourage traffic with 

no business in Reading to use alternatives as per the road pricing recommendation from Reading's 

Independent Transport Commission in 2008. 

A significant road charging scheme across Reading could cost less than £0.4million in the first year, 

which is much cheaper than the current East Reading MRT estimated budget and could actually 

make that MRT scheme obsolete due to resultant traffic reduction.  

Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) systems are cheap; integrated modules with 

illumination, processing & communications are £5k per module, plus a 3G communications contract 

of £30/month. Though there is already a back office for bus lane ANPR monitoring in Reading, the 

cost to set up and operate a complete provision to serve a Reading ANPR charging system is 

estimated to be not more than £200k in the first year. However, the back office cost could be an 

order of magnitude less expensive. Alternatively, Transport for London may be able to supply the 

service.  

An ANPR scheme could be operated with minimal political downside if approached in the right way 

and if suitable exemptions and concessions are in place for relevant residents. The scheme may 

generate revenue, though for public acceptability it should only cover its running costs with any 

excess revenue ring-fenced to improve, promote, and support alternative modes of transport. At a 

maximum of 30 modules required to serve the IDR, both bridges, and two arterial routes the total 

first year cost would be less than £400k. 

The 2011 census found 42k people commute into Reading daily. If that number was unchanged and 

only 10% come from far afield (though it's probably more) and only half of that number pass 1 

bridge with ANPR priced at 50p per pass, inbound and outbound, it would generate £2100/day or 

about £545k/yr accounting for weekdays only. Thus, an ANPR system could conceivably pay for itself 

rapidly - even with free weekend travel for all and not accounting for IDR charging. 

If the resulting reduction in through traffic was on the order of 30% then the ANPR scheme could still 

pay for itself in the first year and provide significant reduction in air pollution. Further revenue and 

reduction in air pollution would be expected due to IDR Low Emission Zone charging. Excess revenue 

equally distributed to facilitate alternative modes of transport would further decrease air pollution.  



   
 

  

We appreciate that these are initial ideas and proposals, and that computer modelling of any 

proposed scheme will be necessary by suitably qualified transport planners, but we would like these 

ideas to be given serious consideration. 

In light of our prior petition and the expected new Government air pollution action plan due in 

October, will RBC look at how a Low Emission Zone or even an Ultra-Low Emission Zone scheme 

could bring clean air and lower congestion to Reading? If so then will the investigation be performed 

as a higher priority over other air pollution and traffic management measures?  

 


